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Advent Liturgies
Each week we have held either whole school or class
liturgies. The children shared class prayers and
important messages to take away for the week.
Fr Christopher shared the Gospel and an
accompanying homily.
Advent week 1 HOPE

“We learned about the Advent wreath and that the
evergreen leaves represents God’s everlasting love for
us. We lit the first purple candle of Hope. We hope
that good things happen in our life with God close to
us. Advent is a time to pray and to love others. We
prepare and wait for Jesus and count down the days.”
Chayce & Beverly Y5

Advent week 2 PEACE

“We shared our own comments and prayers on
peace. We should share peace in our families and in
the world. We should have peace in our own hearts
first. Then we can spread it to others.”
Whbet Y4
Peace prayer Year 1:

“I pray for peace in my family and in my school. I
pray for everyone to live in peace. Amen.”
Advent week 3 JOY
“The pink candle represents joy. Joy is about everyone
being happy and all being friends. This Christmas I think
it’s not all about getting presents. It’s about giving gifts
to others and making Christmas come to life and the joy
that it brings to us all.” Rory Y5
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Thought of the Week
The joy and wonder of Christmas is not in
the presents, but in His presence.
The true meaning of Christmas.
For there is born to you this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
(Luke 2:11 NKJV).

Y1 Trip to the Panto

Y1 went to the Blue Elephant Theatre last week
to enjoy a Christmas Panto performance.
“A scientist had
a santaplushy!
She wanted to
prove that santa
was real. It was
cold and covered
with ice and
snow!”
Gabriella

“A penguin became the scientist’s assistant.
It was fun and I enjoyed it.” Emmanuel

Dates for the diary

SAINT JOSEPH’S OPEN MORNING
Spread the word!

We are holding an Open morning for prospective
parents for Reception class, starting September 2022
as well as nursery children. Please spread the word
among the local community and share about what
our lovely school has to offer.
TUESDAY 11TH JANUARY 2022
9:30am - 11:00am
Appointments advised. Please contact the school office.

Schools closes for Christmas tomorrow,
Friday 17th December 2021 at 1:30pm.
School reopens for children on
Wednesday 5th January 2022 9:15am

(Tuesday 4th Jan is teacher training day)
Please check school website for school term
time dates and holiday dates for Spring and
Summer terms and add to your diaries.

COP26 GO GREEN

This afternoon each class were taught about what COP26
is and about Climate Change. They watched a video and
everyone made a pledge as to how they can contribute
towards looking after our environment. Each class also
held a religious liturgy that CAFOD provided.
“Today we wore green as we are donating money to the
CAFOD charity to support them with a project in Brazil.
COP26 is about Climate change and looking after our
world.” Asena Y5

“We can persuade people to not drop litter
and to care for nature.” Jonathan Y3

Safeguarding

Interland is an adventure-packed online game that makes
learning about digital safety and citizenship interactive and
fun. Here, kids will help their fellow Internauts combat badly
behaved hackers, phishers, oversharers, and bullies by
practicing the skills they need to be good digital citizens. In
the game, players explore four floating islands: Kind Kingdom,
Reality River, Mindful Mountain, and Tower of Treasure.
Interland is part of Google’s Be Internet Awesome
Programme, which teaches youth the fundamentals of digital
citizenship and provides parents and educators with resources
to help youth navigate the web and their online interactions

.

Attendance & Punctuality

Y5 trip to the Science Museum

Year 5 visited the Science Museum last week. Their topic in
Science this term has been 'Properties and Changes in
Materials'. There was plenty to explore at the Museum.
Here are just a few.

“We went to a workshop called Wonder Lab. We saw a slide
and the aim was to see which material was the best to slide
down on — wood, plastic or glass. Wood was the best. I
thought it was terrific and there were lots of fun activities.”
Sherece

“We learned about the power of electricity and that it can be
created by heat. We looked at a magnet activity and how
well the magnet was attracted to different materials. It was
education and fun at the same time.”
Noah

“We learned lots of things. A man showed us some lightning
on a machine that created lots of colours.“
Josiah

Please continue to inform us if your child is absent
due to having COVID symptoms and book a PCR test
— not a lateral flow test.
Please continue to ensure your child is inside the
school gate before the bell goes at 9:15am.
Leave of Absence during term time
We will not be authorising any leave requests during
term time. This includes the day prior to or after the
Christmas holidays. A copy of the school term dates
is available on the school website.

Southwark Winter of Fun and Food!
Southwark’s Winter of Food and Fun will run for
two weeks during the winter holidays (20th- 31st
December) and will offer free places for children
between the ages of 4-16 years,
receiving benefits-related free school meals.

We are partnering with local holiday hubs across
the borough to provide an exciting programme of
food and activities for children and young people
in our local communities.
Each programme will provide free, healthy and
tasty food; fun physical activity sessions; a wide
range of other activities to suit different ages and
personalities; opportunities to learn more about
food and nutrition for children and families.
Details about the programme are available at
www.southwark.gov.uk/foodandfun

Y5 designed and made their own shields as part of their
Humanities topic: Anglo Saxons

Farewell and thank you!
On behalf of all the staff and parents may I take this
opportunity to wish Kim Tiff the very best in her
retirement as she leaves Saint Joseph’s after 21 years
service. Good luck and best wishes also to Mr Fulton
after 14.5 years in Saint Joseph’s as a class teacher,
Assistant Headteacher and Deputy Headteacher. May
Australia be a great adventure!
We also thank sincerely, many of our governors who
have stepped down after many years of outstanding
voluntary service to our school community: Sarah
Shucksmith, Andrew Hurley, Opal Ince, Catherine
Bryan and Canon Michael Cooley.

Nursery places available!

We currently have some nursery places available.
If your child has turned three recently or you know a
family friend or neighbour who has and would be
interested, please let them know to
contact the school office for more details.
Wishing you all a safe and peaceful Christmas
with your loved ones.
Best Wishes, Mr O’Kane
and the staff of Saint Joseph’s.

