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Important messages

Catholic Life

School Term dates

The Gospel message this week has been:

School Uniform

In Matthew 22 1:10, Jesus told a parable.
“The Kingdom of Heaven is like a King who gave
a wedding feast for his son. The king said to
those invited: ‘Look, I have prepared my
banquet, everything is ready. Come to the feast!’
We learned that we are invited to live with God
and in His presence even here on earth.

Term dates and holidays for the 2020-2021 school
year are available on the school website.
We look forward to welcoming the children back to
school after the half term on Monday 2nd November.
Please ensure your child has the correct uniform
including black shoes. ALL clothing, including PE kits
should be labelled with your child’s name to ensure if
they are lost, they are identifiable.
No extreme haircuts or shaved designs.
No coloured hair extensions.
Hair bobbles, bows and clips should be in school
colours and not over-sized so as not to distract from
their learning.

Contact Information

Please inform the office if you have a change of
address / phone numbers /emails, so we have
updated records, particularly in case of
emergencies. This includes second and third
contact phone numbers.

Queries / Concerns

If you have a concern or issue you wish addressed,
please speak to the staff member on gate duty in the
first instance. They can pass on your concern to the
class teacher who may contact you via phone.
Alternatively, you can telephone the school office and
someone will either take your call
or return your call.
No parents are allowed to the office either in the
morning or in the afternoon during dismissal times.
This includes nursery and reception parents. There
are children and staff entering by the office and this
needs to be kept clear. Please call the office and if
there is a need to hand in documentation, this can
happen after 9:30am or 3:40pm by buzzing at the
gate.

Black History Month

During the month of October, we have been
celebrating Black History.
Across the school, we have incorporated high quality
texts by black authors as well biographies about black
historical figures.
In KS1 children have learnt about Mae Jemison,
Harriet Tubman, Nelson Mandela and the amazing
black women involved in the 'Space Race'.

God’s Invitation

“We get invited to help people and share things
but sometimes we don’t see the invitation and it
is invisible so we have to look hard and
accept it.” Bahran Y4
Harvest Liturgy
Last week we held class liturgies from nursery to
Year 6. The children were reverent and prayerful
as they gave thanks for everything they have.

“We brought up a toy tractor, a watermelon and
some carrots to show everyone about harvest
and to thank God for all the food in Harvest
time.” Younis Y1
“I got to read during our class liturgy. We
learned about Harvest that happens in autumn
time when people gather in the food to eat
during winter time. It is like squirrels gathering
their food. We gave thanks.” Fleur Y3

Punctuality

Please leave enough time each morning to ensure your
child starts their school day on time ready for learning.
Overall I am very impressed by the vast majority who
ensure they are at school on time. Those who are
consistently late will have received a letter this week
outlining the amount of learning time your child has
missed.

Health
Vision Screening

Breakfast Club

At this time we are unfortunately unable to
offer breakfast club before school. We have
limited capacity with staffing and with
staggered start times and staff required to be
on duty alongside mixed bubble groupings this
is not an option at present. We will review
again in the lead up to Christmas for starting
in January. I apologise for any inconvenience
this has caused.

Vision screening took place recently for children in both
Reception and Y1. You will be informed if a follow up is
necessary.

Flu vaccination

The government has sent you out consent forms which
should have been given in to school. The treatment is
given as a nasal spray up the nose and lasts a few
seconds. If you have given consent, this will take place on
10th December in school by a nurse.

After school Clubs

There will be no after school clubs for the
remainder of Autumn term.

Autumn Funday

A free hot lunch and fun takeaway pack is
being offered to children by St George the
Martyr Church on Wed 28th Oct at 1:30pm.
Please see attached flyer to this email for
more details.

Safeguarding
Online Safety

Over the next few months in our newsletters, we will be
sharing with you top tips on keeping children safe when
online. These include using whats app, snapchat
and Tik Tok. This week’s focus is:
10 tips for Online Safety
and this poster is attached to today’s email.

Thought of the Week
“Sometimes the heart sees what is

invisible to the eye”
H Jackson Brown Jr

Little Dorrit Court Park

Some parents continue to take their children to the park
after school to play on the equipment and freely mix with
children from other class bubbles. I again urge you to
consider the risk of increasing infection rates by doing so
and playing your part in the community. It also increases
the risk of more than one class having to self isolate for
two weeks in the event of positive cases in the school
community.

Bikeability

Children from Y5 and Y6 completed a week of training with
Cycle Confident both in the school playground and for some,
out on the local roads. Well done to all those who earned
their Level 1, 2 and Level 3 certificates.

“While cycling on the road you must give cars on the road
priority when you come to a stop sign. You need to give
way. It was fun training but tricky so I had to concentrate”
Betiel Y6

School Council

Each class held elections this half term. I am delighted to
announce the School council for 2020—2021 are:
Year 6 Savannah, Gabriel and Naod
Year 5 Gabriel, Sydney and Amir
Year 4 Ebube , Rory and Asena
Year 3 Olimpia, Ethan and Eliana
We will keep you up to date on their work as the year progresses.

Best Wishes,
Mr O’Kane and
the staff of Saint Joseph’s.

